
Congressional legislation or new appropriations are not 
needed to start breaChing the snake river dams this year!

 
senator mUrray and governor inslee, please take aCtion 
today and Urge the army Corps' major general spellmon 

and bonneville power administration's elliot mainzer to 
begin breaChing dams in 2018.

Thank you to the hundreds of thousands who have petitioned for immediate dam breaching,
For those of you who want more information on how to save the salmon and orcas, visit 

www.damsense.org

why are these orCas starving?

More than 50% of their diet comes from salmon 
produced in the Columbia Basin, half of which 
were produced in the Snake River System.  
 
how is dam breaChing possible?

Since 2002, the Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) has designated dam breaching as the best
solution to recover wild salmon on the Snake River.
 
the Corps  of engineers Can Use the 
CUrrent eis to breaCh the dams
within a few months!
 
the impaCt and benefits of breaChing:

• If the lower Snake River dams were breached, 
it would double or triple survival rates, restoring 
many millions of fish to the Columbia Basin.

• Give the orcas a fighting chance to recover by 
increasing their food supply.

• Breaching costs the state nothing. The first two 
dams can be breached for the cost of another EIS 
estimated at $80 million; 5 years to completion.

• The four lower Snake River dams in Eastern 
Washington do not provide flood control and 
produce only low value surplus electricity.

• Savings from these dams can be applied to more 
efficient dams and/or projects.

• NOTHING else, not more spill across the dams, 
not more hatchery fish, not less boat traffic, not 
more studies and a new EIS can achieve this in time 
to save wild salmon or Southern Resident Orcas.

Senator Murray & Governor Inslee: 

Dammed to extinction,
Southern Resident Orcas are 
starving. Time is running out!

j32, ‘rhapsody’ an 18 year old pregnant southern resident female breaching out 
of the salish sea. the unborn calf and mother died in 2014 from malnourishment 
according to initial autopsy. read her story at www.whaleresearch.com/j32-report 
 Photo courtesy Traci Walter 

breaching after removal of earthen berm (indicated 
with green dashed line) from the 2002 lower snake 
river eis. Courtesy US Army Corps of Engineers

breaCh the lower snake river dams in 2018

The 76 remaining wild critically endangered salmon-eating Southern Resident Orcas are dying 
from starvation. ➞ Leaving an effective breeding population less than 30, near the point of no recovery.

“It is apparent that the SRKW (orca)  population is in an extremely frag-
ile situation due to insufficient prey resources in the Salish Sea and with-
in its foraging range. It is my considered opinion that there must be a 
high priority on restoration of Chinook stocks throughout SRKW range, 
especially those likely to again produce hundreds of thousands of spawn-
ing Chinook in the foreseeable near future (i.e, Snake River stocks if that 
ecosystem is restored through the only alterna-
tive left in the Corps EIS, that is, dewatering and 
mothballing the four lower Snake River Dams 
starting in 2018). Puget Sound recovery cannot 
alone save these whales.”
– Ken Balcomb, Co-Founder of Orca Survey 
1976-2018; whaleresearch.com

This ad was prepared on behalf of the 22,000+ citizens who have signed this petition: tinyurl.com/srkwpetition


